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In 1920 there rias Rn average of 17 .95 pupils enrolled in the l,l.~.53 common schools 
of South Dakota 
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But in 1940 there was an average of 11.86 pupils enrolled in the 3,958 common schaols 
of fouth Dakota 
If the number of buildings used had rem. inud con .. , tant 
throughout the 20-;y-en.r period, the av rq,rJ cn-
ro llmcnt per school vould have \1c•n lC;.5 
durinJ t!1e 1939-1940 school t:n·1~1 .. 
F,ach figure represents one pupil 
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The Problem of D0clining Enrollment in the Elementary Schools 
of South Dakota 
For r~ number of years population exports have called u ttention to 
the eeneral decline in the bi.r-th rate an~ have predicted that wide:spread 
reductions in alel:ientary enrollw.ont \1oulc inevi tnbly follov,. In South 
Dakota the drop in enrollr.ient ha3 been accelerated by outward migration. 
Fir.,ire 1 :lr.dicates the extent to uhich elemontnry enrollr;iant haz de-
clined in Sot'.th Dakota. It will be soon that elementary enrollments 
reached a poc..k of 143,367 pupils in · 1927. Since that -time there has 1"een 
a sharp nnd steady decline. Bf 1940, the r..umber of pupils enrolled i n 
the e2.e:nentary schools of the state had shrunk to 105,236, a drop af 26.6 
percent frora the 1927 high . It will be noted th::-1.t tl-,e birth rate sho·•,s a 
similar trend, c.roppin 0 from 23.7 to 18.6 births per 1000 of -the popula-
tion bet1~ een 1920 and 1940. 
When the :rur::. l enrolb1ent is considered sop,-, ra te l y , 
sumes much r·;r e.:1 te:"' s ip.n:.ficc.nce . Peak enrollrien-:, in the 
~outh Dakota N:J.s re!lch:"1d in 1923 when 78,957 olenentary 
nttendn~ce. Sinc8 that time thf.: enrollment ha·-' steadily 
ro.th•3r shrrp.,_y s ince 19.3"' . Betv,.roon the poo.k yclar of 
enrollment in tl::.e cor:non schools slumped from 78,957 to 
40.5 percent. 
the decli ne as-
rural schools of 
pupils 0ere in 
declined,dropping 
1922 ar..d 1940, 
46,966, n loss of 
Figure 1. Eleme!1tf1ry Sctool Enrollments in South Dc..kotn , 18';0- 1940,~ , 
arni Birt ._ Rate Trend , 1920-1940 
Number 160,000-----------..,_ __ .,__ __ .__ _ __.i..,_ _ __.i..,_ _ __.. __ _,_ ___ 40 Births per 
of 1000 of 
Pupils Populaticn 
120 ,000 
INDEPENDENT 
40 ' 000 ........... .............. ..... ........... ..... .......... .. , ................ .. .. .......... .. ......... ............. ...... .......... ....................... ..................................... : .. ··· ............ .. ...... ................ 10 
0 ~---.---.....-----.----.----""T-~-........... ~......:.:.~i...=.i~--,-----r---
l89; 95 1900 05 10 15 20 30 35 1940 
1~ Prior to 1905 enroll;7tent wr s not liµtad s e pEt=l'.tely fc-r co1mnon 
nnC ir.~ependent d~stricts. 
Source: Biennial Reports cf Str~te SuperintendGnt cf Public Instruction, 
1890-1940 , nnd Reports of the St:1. te Boe.rd of He.~l th 
- 2 -
The shrinkage of enrolments in the indnpendent nistricts n s 
been less pronounced. Fro the peak yea:r of 1930 when 50,686 pu-
t 
pils were in o.ttendnnce, the enrollment dropped to ~-4, 614 by 19l+o, 
a loss of 12. 0 percei~t . El~r::1enta.ry enrollment in indepcmdent dis-
tricts has declined at u less rapid rate than th~t of the C0fill:l0n 
school districts duo to the fact that, geDer~lly speflking, the 
towns of the sto:tc gr'.ined populatio:1 during t l..e pE:st decade ( 1930-
194o) while the rt.1ro.l areas lost . 
Enrollment b the consolida.tcd districts, never a sizable pro-
portion of the totul eler.1entary enrollment, rel'c ... ed. a poD.k in 1922 
when 12,204 pupils were enrolled. Since hut time there has been 
a gradual but steady decline, the 194o e~rollment totaling only 
6861, a percentage decline of 43 .9 froo the 1922 high . 
Since 1927 when parochial enrolments were first separately 
reported , elementary enrollments in the parochial schools havere-
mained relatively constant . From the peak enroll~ent of 7656 pu-
pils in 1931, parochial enrollment had declined to 6795 by 194o , 
a percentage loss of only 11 . 2. 
A tnble showiJ g total, comoon, independe, t, consolidated and 
parochial elemen'tary enrol11:1ent in South Dakota., by five yea:r in-
tervals , 189O-194o, is included in the appendix. 
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Figure 2. 3tatcs Gainine and Losing Populntion, 1930 - 1940 
Ler,end: 
D Lost in 
Gn.ined jn population 
Source: Sixteenth United. Sta tern Census, 1914-0 
Legend: 
D Gained Lost 5.0 - 9-9% 
. Lost 0.0 - 4-9% m Lost 10.0 - 14-9% 
Source : Sixteenth United Sta.tee Census, 1940 
Lost 15.0 - 19,9% 
[IT] Lost 20.0% or more 
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The 1940 census reveals that only six state~ (North Ds.kota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Vermont) experienced population decreases dur-
ing the decade 1930-40. Except for Vermont (which showed a negligible loss of 
380 persons) these states form a north-south ba11d across central United Ste.tes 
in what is known as the Great Plains area. (Figure 2) A region of relatively 
low rainfall even in normal timBs1 1t wuB herdest hit by the severe drouth of 
the 1930 1s. ~n each of the five st~tes , precipitation was below the normal fig-
ure in at least seven of the ten yei:i,rs, South Dakota receiving only 82 percent 
normal rainfall during this period-a Hgu:rve lower than that of .ny of the other 
Great Plains states. In 1934 when precipitation reo.ched ,c; .n all-time low of 13 .2 
inches for the state, crop failure amounted to nearly 100 percent in two-thirds 
of the counties. These conditions caused ma~y people to le~ve the state. 
Between 1930 and 1940, South Dakota experienced a net population loss of 
49,888 persons , a drop of 7.2 percent . All except five of the 69 counties of 
South Dakota lost inhabitants,many of the counties losing as much as 20 percent 
of their 1930 population. (Figure J} During the somo period the f orm popula-
tion suffered a net loss of 82,76~, a decline or 21., percent. Both the rural 
non-farm and the urban population showecl gains . 
It is recognized that in many counties of the state the drop in birth rate 
has been the chief f actor in elementary enrollment decline . However , since the 
population loss has been largely from ~he farms, country school enrollments r ath-
er than town school enrollments have borne the br1.1nt o! the elementary enrollment 
decline. That a direct relationship exlsts between population loss and the ex-
tent of en~ollment decline is evident from the ! act thet enrollment declinea ha\te 
be.en most pronounced in those areas which have lost population heavily . 
f_ 5 -
Figure 4. Percenta~e of Rural Schools 
:' ith 
Ler;end: 
·~ r-7 o.o - 9-9% 20.0 - 29.9% L....__. 
L:/:::J 40.0% and over 
10.0 - 19.97; 30. 0 - 39.9% 
Source: Biennial Reports of the State Suporintendent of Public fostruction 
FiGure 5. Nurabcr of Rur 1 Far!'ll Persons 
Per Square Mile, 1940 
Lecend: 
1~~%::m 10 nnd over §3 2 to 5 
6 to 9 17 Under 2 
Source : Sixteenth United Sto..tee 
Census 
J.i'iguro 6. A-;er~~ _.e Annual Precipi ta-
tions, 890 -· 1941 
Le r,and: 
Ll·::Z:I 26 inches E=i 20 inches 
24 inches ezz:z2 18 inche s 
CI!]]] 22 inches f.::!;•;(') 16 inches 
c:J 1/4. inches t•.nc under 
Source. Records of United States 
.Vea ther Burei.1.U 
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Figure 4 gruphically portrays county variations in the dat& contained in Table C, 
Pages 17-18 of the appcnd1x. Attention i~ called particularly to the much higher 
proportion of closed schools u.nd to schools operating with five or fewer pupils, in 
western and centr al South Dakota as comp red to those in tho extreme eastern quarter 
of the state. A corollary of Figure 4 would be to visualize a similar stete mu.p 0how-
ing the varicus counties of the state with their respective percentages of l~rger 
schools, 16 and over, (Tabl0 c, Pages 17-18)v In such a m~p the counties with a hl.gh 
percentage of larger schools,16 and over , would nearly all be in eestern South D kot~ 
In order to get the full significence of these fccts the reader shculd compare 
Figure 4 with Figures 3,5 nnd 6. Note that the basic limiting phyaical f 2ctor for the 
st~te lies in the differences of the average annu~l amount of r~infall. A veritable 
chain of c~nsequences r esuli.efrom these differences. More than any other , the physi~ 
cal f actor of rainfcll conditions types of crops ~nd yields per acre , Vegetetion 
directly or indirectly l&rgoly determines the amount of farm income per ncre .. The 
income in turn bears c direct rel~tionship to th8 numb0r of farm population per square 
mile. Obviously the school census and school enrollment per square mile refl ct 
differences in the density of population in different areas of the state. 
One of the main difficulties in recent yenrs growing out of the elementary rural 
school situation has been to find & type of school att8ndw.ncc district that will fit 
our South Dakota pattern of low density of farm p~pulation . A gl&nce at Figure 5 
reveals that in practically all of western and central South D&kota the density is 
less than five persons per square mile . G&uerally speaking, in such are2s there are 
not enough children of elemev.tary school age within walking distance of the open 
country school building to maint&in a satisfactory local school unit. The m&in costs 
of such a school such as thr::: t oucher's salc.ry, building, heat o.nd other m&intenc.nce, 
run approxim~tely the same whether for l ess than five pu~,ils or 25. Thus the only 
alternative to such &n excessively high cost per pupil, (Fig~ 8, Table 2, Page 9) ;also 
(Table D, Pages 19-20) would be to establish s ome form of a central school serving a 
m'~h larger area . (See sugg~stions on inside back cover page) 
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Figure 7 , page 7, shows the location and enrollment of ench rural school 
in South Dakota during the 1939-4o term. It will be noted that both the propor-
--tionate number of closed schools and of schools enrolling five or fewer pupils 
increases from east to west. It will also be noted that there are comparatively 
few closed schools in the extreme eastern and southeastern portion of the state 
where the small, one school type of district organization prevails. In the re-
mainder of the state the township district, with several rural schools to the 
district, is the prevailing pattern of district organization. Although schools 
in the west river area are far apart a surprisingly largo proportion (46.6 per-
cent) are either closed* or operating with five or fewer pupils. It will be 
noted that whereas the east river townships average b0tween three and four open 
schools apiece, ver:r few west river counties have morG than one school in opera-
tion, many townships being without 8. ~ingle operating school. 
Table 1. Number of Schools, by Size of Enrollment, 1940 
S i z e 0 f S C h O 0 1 . . 
Total Closed* 5 or Fewer t> - 10 11 - 15 16 or More 
Area . Per- :Per- :Per- :Per- :Per- :Per-. 
No. : cent No. :cent No. :cent No. :cent No. :cent No. :cent 
East River 3528 :100.0 517 : 16.4 259 :17.3 1120 :31. 7 953 :27.1 '619 :17.5 
West River 1563 :100.0 517 :33 .4 207 :13.2 451 :28.9 221 : 14.1 167 : 10.4 
State 5091 : 100.0 1094 :21.5 466 : 9.3 1571 :30.9 1174 :22.9 786 :15.4 
* 1920 was taken as the base yea~. 
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Figure 
Cost 
in 
Dollars 
8 . Ave_ a :,e Per Pupil Instructiono.. l Cost* of Opera ti.nG Schools 
150
of Various Size Groups in South Dakota, 1939-1940150 
Size of 
School 
10' ...... .. ...... ......................................................................................................... .. .... , .... .. ..................... 100 
- ·- -·- AVERAGE $53 .89 ____ _ 
50 ................... ......................... , ... ........................................ ......... . 50 
ol-_... __ -J.-__ .._ __ ...... __ -'--__ J-__ -'-___ ~o 
5 or 
fewer 
6 - 10 11-15 16 or 
more 
The above fi (;Ure shm'rn a direc ... ~le. tionship etwecm size of school a.nd in-
structional os per pupil. It will 1;e noted teat the per-pupil cost of opernt-
in~ schools for five er fe rwr pupils vas nearly three tim0s as gre::i.t as for 
schools having more than 16 pupils, tte ~veraee pr-pupil instructional cost , e-
in ,~ $126.27 for the former, as coT11pared rith $53.89 for the latter. The tatle 
below shows the nurnr'er of schools, numb0r of pupils o.nd total and per-pupil cost 
for all schools in South Dakota, by size _,roups. A detail·.Jd table showine the 
same information for eac~ county r.iay be found in the Appendix. 
Table 2. Avernr;0 Instructional Cost* Per Pupil for Operatin 1_, Schools of Various 
Sizes in South Dakota Rural Sch~ols, 1940 
Size of J.J°ur!1her of Number of Total Cost 
School Schools Pupils 
Total 5, 091 47,309 $2,549,362.09 
Cloned 1,094 
5 or f ·Ner Ly66 2,001 252,673.89 
6 - 10 pupils 1,571 12 , 652 911,543 .97 
11 - 15 pupilc. 1 ,164 14,918 731,354.10 
16 or mor pupils 786 17,738 652,790 .13 
~c Basocl on teo.chers' salnric. s only 
Source: Records of County Superintendents of Schoolc 
Average Cost 
Per Pupil 
$ 53.89 
126.27 
72 .05 
49.02 
J6.80 
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More and more, school ~'.)oards are comj_ng to reo.lize that t:ie 
operc..ti--,n of ._chcols for five or fewer pupils is not only excess-
h ely expensive, but un:-lesirablo f1 om an ec:uca tional standpoint. 
The fact that 1,094 schools in South Da}:ota hav0 :,een closed 
since 1920 inc1.ica tes that thi pol2.cy of closin"; small schools 
is being "ol1owoc. to !l consi erable e:xtent. Since 466 schools 
o.re still opera ting with five or fevrer pupilc, hormver, it is 
evident that some districts are continuinr{ to operate on an un-
eco11omic 1::lasis . It is realizec"i that in some instances peculiar 
local situatior.s may ju0 tify this expenditure 1Jut it is felt 
that in the main, districts ould do well to close sm 11 sized 
schools sending the remainjnG pupils 
(a) to other schools within the district, vhorB such schools 
exist, payin _, transportation as provid0d by l:iw , or 
(b) to neighhorine districts in cas0 there are no other schools 
within the district, paying both tran portation and tuition 
Where there arc fewer than five pupils to be oc~UC[>.. tci~ it 
is near y always appreciably cheaper tc follov1 one of these 
lines of action. Not only is it more economical but such a plnn 
a..,sure s -·e t,ter e c~uc'l. tiona.l opportunities for the pupils. 
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Figure 9. Cost of Educating Pupils In District 20, Haakon County, and 
District 4o, Moody County, ::Before and After Closing 
Cost in Dollars One School in Each District. 
1500 ---------1500 
1000 
500 
District 20 
Ha.e...lton County 
District 4o 
Moody County 
I 
I 
... ... .. ..1 
i 
. ·. , I 
. -, ~"- ;<·· I 
500 
I
I ~' ·.. . '' -,~-I I 
0 ! L~6910_o_J ! , ,,_$~~]j i ffist;.531 
....___,__~~-,.__,.._.___.__,.:.._ ____ ...1.-~-------i..::....:.._.:i....:.-- - - - - - ·· 
Legend: 
Source: 
1939-40 1938-39 1939-4o 
f-\ ··, ] Eefo1--e Closing [_ _  :~=-7 After Closing 
Records of County Superintendent I of Schools of Haakon 
and Moody Counties. 
To reduce excessive expenditures for educational purposes and to improve the 
quality of instruction, many school districts in South Daleo ta have closed small-
sized schools, sending the r emaining pupils to neighbor-ing districts as tuition pu-
pils. The e.bove figure illustrates savings which occ1..trred in a typical east and a 
typical west river county where this policy was followed. 
During the 1938-39 term, with six pupils enrolled, the expense of maintaining 
school district #40, Moody couhty, amounted to $~062 .53 . The following year (1939-
40) the school board closed the district school se:ldL1g the remaining four children 
as tuition pupils to neighboring districts~ Durin6 t~e 1939-40 t orm the total ex-
pense of tho district, including tuition and trcIDsportatio~ ~mom1ted to $780.53, a 
sewing of $282 .00 over the previous year. Assu."'1:i.ng that it woula. he.ve cost' Etpproxi-
ma tely the same to operate the school for four as fo:c six children, tho per-:~;mpil 
cost for operating the school would be $265.63 as compar ed wi th the actual per pu-
pil cost of $195 .13. 
During the 1938-39 school term the cost of operati:.1g two schools of District 
20, .Haalrnn county, runo1J.11ted to )l.,370.88. The followin,g; yev.:r one of the schools was 
closed and all of the pupils in tho district were r equi red t c attend the rllool that 
was kept open. That year school operating costs were $59 t~.30, a saving of $676 . 58 
over the previous year. 
Since the cost per pupil increases ~nd the educationnl efficiency decreases as . 
the number of pupils attending school declines it seems practical both from the 
standpoint of economy Dn.d od·J.Catio:ial efficiency to close tho school when cnrolJ.mcnt 
drops to five or fewer P'Ul)ils. 
FIGURE 10 
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION AREAS IN SOUTH DAKOTA, 1939-40. 
"'o" 
··o: 
:o~· -~-
LE~NO: - BOUNDARY OF HIGH SCHOOL TUITION AREA 
-- 1940 BOUNDARIES OF HIGH SCHOOLS WHICH HAVE SINCE CLOSED 
- BOUNDARY OF INDIAN RESERVATION 
c:l INDEPENDENT, CONSOLIDATEO, OR COMMON SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFERING HIGH SCHOOL WORK 
tulJ NUMBER OF TUITION STUDENTS ATTENDING HIGH SCHOOL 
10 INDEPENDENT OR CONSOL IDATED DISTRICT HAVING NO HIGH SCHOOL WORK 
0 81UNCH HIGH SCHOOL WITHIN LARGER DISTRICT 
.. ..... ~·Ju 
0 CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL WITHIN LARG::f' DISTRICT 
@ OPEN COUNT~Y HIGH SCHOOL 
INOI AN HIGH SCHOOL 
* NO HIGH SCHOOLS WITHIN COUN"TY SOURCE: IIECOIIOS OF SOPERINTENDEN'TS OF SCHOOLS 
N 
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Since 1921, school districts of South Dakota lacking high sc~ools of their owa 
have been required to pay tuition costs for re sid.en·ii s tu.clents who a.ttenc'!. high 
school outside the district . Figure 10 shows the a .. :~:1s f rom which South Da2<:Qta 
high schools drew their tuition students during th e .i.J39-4o term. The area.s 
shown for each school represent the territory in whicn t he majority of ~1e pupils 
attended that school. It will be noted that from east to west hig,.'-1 scl1ool t ui-
tion areas not only diminish in number but increase in size . This, of course, is 
due to the fact that the population becomes progressively more sparse as one goes 
west. Realizing that the cost of operating their own secondary schools would be 
prohibitive, most common school districts in South Dakota have adopted the policy 
of sending their students to high schools already existing in vil~age centers . 
The adpption of a. similar pln.n to elEmJentary education seems practical to some 
extent, as enrollments continue to shrink and cost per p·iip il to mount . I n many 
cases it would seem practicable to close rural schools, sending the remaining 
pupils in the district to village schools, the home district paying tui tion and 
transportation charges. Where distance makes this course impractical some form 
of centralized school might offer a solution. In cases where distnnces make daily 
transportation impracticable, t.½e dormitory plan for hov.s ing pupils rdght be us ed. 
Records indicate that during the 1939-40 term over 900 rural pupils of the state 
were residing in dormitories and attending town and village schools. Either of 
the above plans would have the advantage of economy and of extending to farm chil-
dren the suP9rior educational facilities of larger rural schools or town schools . 
However, until the time that concentration of educationnl services in town or 
rural centers becomes more general, districts may well continue their policy of 
closing those schools in which enrollments fall below~ minimum and of sending 
their pupils to the nearest rural school still operating. 
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Figure 11. Percentage Distribution of Elementary and Secondary Enrollments 
by Grade Groups in South Dakota, 1920 to 194o. 
PerciBd,____________ -------100 
Source: Biennial Reports of State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
During the 20 years between 1920 and 194o , the proportion enrolled in the first 
four elementary granes in South Dakota shrunk from 52.4 to 36 .0 percent of the total 
elementar? and se~ondary enrollment . A partial explanation is the fact that the 
number of high school students have increased with each passing year, thereby reduc-
ing the proportion enrolled in all elementary grades ~ L-: recent ye·ars, however, the 
chief cause has been the declining birth rate which ha s r e sulted in fewer pupils each 
year to enter tho firs t gr~do. That this has been the principal cause is ovi~enced 
by the fact that t he proportion enrolled in grades 5-8 has not appreciably chari'"~ed 
during the 20 year period~ It will be noted that in 1920 the proportion enrolled in 
the first gra.d.e consti tn tod 18. 4 percent of the total elementary and secondury en-
rollment whereas by 19l..:-o t he proportion enrolled in that grade amou.11ted to 0111;7 9.0 . 
It is interesting to ~ote that in 194o the proportionsmrolled i n each of the eight 
eleme~tary grades was nearly equnl. 
Since 1920 hig.~ school enrollment has increased from 8. 6 to 28 . 1 percent of the 
total elementary and secondary enrollment . This trend mo.:T be explained by t ho f act 
thnt t:tn increasingly larger proportion of eighth grade graduates a.re continuingi:hcir 
education in high school. 
Table 3 . Percentage Distribution of Elementary and Secondary Enrollments by Grad.es 
in South Dakota, 1920 - 194o. 
Year Grade s 
1 2 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
1920 18.4 11.5 11.2 11. 3 10 .5 10.7 7. 7 10.0 3.5 2.4 1. 5 1. 2 
1925 14.o 10 .6 10.3 10.4 10.6 10.3 9.7 8. B 5.2 4.1 a·3 2.7 1930 12.2 10.0 10.0 10. 1 9.7 9.9 9.9 9.1 6.1 5.1 . 2 3.5 
1935 10.3 9.0 9.3 9.3 9.s 9.4 9.7 9.4 7.8 5.9 5.3 4.8 
1940 9.0 ~-0 9.0 9. 0 8.9 ~-0 9.0 9.0 1·2 1·3 6.7 6.2 
Source: Biennial Reports of State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1920-1940. 
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Table A. Population and Number of Births Per 1000 of the Population, 
1920 - 194o 
Year Births Population Rate Per 1000 . .. 
1920 15076 6l6 ,a41 23.7 
1921 16392 6 ?i, 90 25.4 
1922 16069 65~,432 24.6 
1923 16037 663,375 24.2 
1921~ 1a510 672,317 23.2 
1925 1 870 681,260 21.8 
1926 1441-1-1 683,577 21.1 
1927 13835 685,895 20.2 
1928 13971 688,214 20.3 
1929 1a12a 690, 5ao 19.9 
1930 1 33 692,8 9 20. 7 
1931 11iooo 689,296 20.3 
1932 13065 685, 71+2 19.1 
1934 12961 682,189 19.0 
193 131~0 678,635 19.3 
1935 13179 675,082 19.5 
1936 13030 668,657 19.5 
1937 11891 . 662,234 18.0 ... 
1938 11732 655, 809 18.0 
19~ 12068 649,385 18.6 
19 11616 642,961 18.6 
Table B. Elementary Enrollment in the Common, Independent, Consolidated and 
Parochial Schools of South Dakota by Five Year Periods, 1890-1940. 
Year & Total Common Parochial Consolidated Indep en dent • 
1890 78043 78043 
1895 82353 82353 . . 
1900 77338 77338 
1905 103766 73741 30025 
1910 118627 85125 33502 
1915 120469 85145 35324 
1920 132291 77966 7418 46907 
1925 133495 78318 10727 49450 
1930 141999 73822 7713 9778 50686 
19a5. 124353 62459 5391 8041 43462 
19 0 105236 46966 6795 6861 44614 
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Table C. Number and Percent of Schools in South Dakota Counties 
by Size of Enrollment, 1940. 
-
I 5 or 6-10 11-15 16 or More 
County Total I Closed Fewer Pupils Pupils Pupils 
No. :Percent No. :Percent No. :Percent No . :Percent No.:Percent No.:Percent 
Armstrong No schools _ _.._ ... _ ----- ----- ----- i 4 -----Aurora 80 . 100.0 30 . 37-~ 9 . 11.3 19 : 23 . 7 18 . 22.5 : 5.0 . . . . Beadle 124 . 100.0 29 • 10 . 8.1 28: 22.6 35 . 28.2 22 : 17.7 . . 23 . . . 
Bennett 4o . 100.0 g : 20.0 2 : 5.0 13: 32.5 6 : 15.0 11 . 27.5 . . 
~on Homme 83 . lO0o0 7 . 8.4 5 . 6.o 31 : 37-a 28 . 33.8 12 . 14.a . . . . . Brookings 112 . 100.0 5 . 4.5 g . 7.1 34: 30. 22 . 19.6 43 . 39. . . . . . 
Brown 157 . 100.0 l.K) . 25.5 13 : s.3 53 . 33.7 32 i 20.4 19 . 12.1 . . . . 
Brule 80 . 100.0 25 . a1.3 15 . 18,7 28 . 35.0 11 : 13.7 1 I 1.3 . . . I . 
Buffalo 25 . 100.0 10 : o.o 1 : 4.o g . 32.0 4 : 16.0 2 . 8.0 . . . 
Butte 53 . 100-0 17 . 32.0 8 : 1a.2 15 . 28.3 3 . 5.6 10 . 18.9 . . . . . 
Campbell 6g . 100.0 6 • 8.8 3 . .4 23 . 33.8 28 . 41.2 g : ll.8 . . . ' . Charles Mix 150 : 100.0 ·n : 20.7 6 . 4.o 49 . 32.7 44 . 29.3 20: 1a.3 . . . 
Clark ,a . 10000 i4 . 1)~. 7 6 . 6.3 33 . 34.9 28 . 29.5 14: 1 • 7 . . • . . Clay : 100.0 1 . 2.2 3 . 6.8 13 . 29.0 10 : 22.7 17: 38.6 . • . 
Codington 62 . 10000 6 : 9.7 5 : 8.1 18 . 29.0 21 : 33.9 12: 19.3 . . 
Corson 87 . 100.0 33 : 37.9 5 . 5.7 27 : 31.0 g : 9.2 14: 16.2 . . 
Custer 44 . 100.0 10 • 22.7 9 . 20.4 13 . 29.a 5 • 11.5 7 . 15.9 . II . . • . 
Davison 52 . 100.0 5 : 9.6 5 • 9.6 21 : 4o. 10 . 19.2 11 : 21.1 . . . 
Day 108 : 100.0 14: 13.0 8 . 7.4 33: 30.6 28 : 25.9 25 : 23.1 . 
Deuel 63 . 100.0 2 : 3.2 4 . 6.4 15: 23.8 23 : 36.5 19 • 30.1 . . . 
Dewey : 100.0 20: 46.5 2 . 4.6 5 : 11.6 6 . 14,o 10 . 23.3 . • . 
Douglas : l00o0 2 . 3.1 7 : 10.9 24 : 37.5 20 . 31.3 11 . 17.2 . . . 
Edmunds 98 • 100,0 23 . 2a.5 6 . 6.1 33 : 33.7 25 . 25.5 11 . 11.2 . • • . . 
Fn.11 River 66 : 100.0 23 : 3 .8 14 . 20.5 19 • 30.9 8 : 13.3 2 : 1.5 . • 
Faulk 63 : 100.0 20 : 31. 7 11 : 17.5 19 . ao.2 8 . 12.7 5 . 7.9 • . . 
Grant 80 . 100.0 3 . 3.8 11 : 13.8 32 . o.o 21 • 26. 2 13 : 16.2 . . . .
Gregory 107 • 100.0 29 . 27.1 12: 11.2 32 • 29.9 19 • 17.7 15 . 14.1 • . . . . 
Haakon 77 . 100.0 35 • 45.5 8 : 10.4 22 : 28.6 9 . 11.6 3 . 3.9 . • . . 
Hamlin 56 • 100.0 3 • 5.4 4 :- 7.1 19 : 33.9 17 : 30.4 13 : 2a.2 • . 
Hand 125 • 100.0 34 • 27.2 23 : 18.4 48: 38.4 15 : 12.0 5 • · .o . . .
Hanson 44 • 100.0 10 . 22.7 3 . 6.8 ,16: 36.4 10 : 22.7 5 : n.4 . . . 
Harding 60 . 100.0 21 . ~-0 15 : 25.0 15 ! 25.0 8 . 13.3 1 : 1.7 . . . Hughes 44 : 100.0 18 • .9 5 : 11.4 13 2 29.5 8 : 18.2 -- . --• . t. 
Hutchinson 100 • 100.0 10 • 10.0 9 : 9.0 27 . 27.0 19 . 19.0 3a = 35.0 . . . . Hyde 46 • 100.0 13 : 28.3 3 . 6.5 13 . 28.3 13 . 28.a = 8.6 . . . . 
Jackson 27 : 100.0 10 37.1 7 : 25.9 8 . 29.6 2 : 7. , __ : --. • 
Jerauld 61 . 100.0 16 : 26.2 6 : 9.8 23 : 37.8 16 . 26. 3 1-- : --. . 
Jones 60 . 100.0 33 : 55.0 6 . 10.0 !a . 21.7 4 . 6.7 4: 6.7 • . . . Kingsbury 101 • 100.0 22 • 21.8 7 . 6.9 • 23.8 32 : 31. 7 16: 15.s • . • . 
Lake 57 : 100.0 6 . 10.5 1 : 1.8 24 . 42.1 18 . 31.6 8 : 14.o . . . 
Lawrence 38 • 100.0 11 • 28.9 1 . 2.6 6 : 15.8 6 : 15.8 14: 36.9 . • • 
Lincoln 77 • 100.0 3 : 3.0 1 . 1.3 18: 23.4 30 . 38.9 25 : 32.5 . . . 
Lyman 92 • 100.0 37 . 40.2 12 . 13.1 29: a1.5 12 . 13.1 2 . 2.2 . . . . . 
McCook 75 : 100.0 8 . 10.7 1 : 1.3 35: 6.7 20 . 26.8 11 . 14.5 . . . 
McPherson 105 . 100.0 11 : 10.5 9 : 8.5 28: 26. 7 34 . 32. t~ 23 : 21.9 . . 
Marshall 78 : 100.0 12 • 15.4 2 : 2.6 120 : 25.6 26 . 33.3118: 23.1 . . 
Meade 149 : 100.0 46 : 30.9 30: 20.1 44: 29.5 24 . 16 .1 5 : 3.4 . 
- 18 -
Table C. Continued 
.. 
l 5 or 6-10 I 11-15 16 or More County Total Closed Fewer Pupils Pupils Pupils 
No. :Percen• ,. No. :Pcrceu ~.No. :Percen .No .:Percent.No .:Percent No. : Pere en t 
Mellette 51 . 100.0 lb . 31.3 11 . 21.b 10 . 19.b t 11 . 21. 7 3 . 5.8 . . . . . . 
Miner 62 . 100.0 7 : 11.3 4 . 6.5 25 . 40.3l 18 . 29.0 8 : 12.9 . . f . 
Minnehaha 105 : 100.0 5 . 4.8 0 : o.o 38 : 36.21 36 . 34.3 26 . 24.7 . . . 
Moody 64 : 100 .0 6 . 9. ).~ 5 • 7.8 21 . 32.81 18 : 28.1 14 . 21.i . . . • 
Pennington 111 : 100,0l 27 . 24.3 18 .r 16.2 as . 34.3 I 12 . 10.8 16 . 14. • . . . 
Perkins 118 : 100.0 35 . 29.7 16 . 13.6 · 4 . 37.3111 . 14.4 6 . 5.0 . . . . . 
Potter 48 . 100.0 9 • 18.7 3 : 6.3 I 18 : 37.5 I 16 : 3a-3 2 . l+. 2 . • . 
Roberts 128 . 1 o.o 9 : 7.0 3 . 2.3 26 : 20.3 j 44 . 3 .5 46 • 35.9 . . . . 
Sanborn 64 : 100.0 12 . 18.7 l . 1.6 I 26 . l.io. S 16 . 2~.o 9 : 14.1 . . . . 
Shannon 14:: 100.0 1 : 7.1 1 . .7.1 I 5 . 35.7 2 . 1 • 3 5 . 35.7 . . . . 
Spink 141 . 100.0 44 • 31.2 17 : 13.2 ! 50 . 35.4 21 . 14.9 9 . 6.4 . . . . . 
Stanley i~ . 100.0 27 • 60.0 6 . 13.? 1 8 . 17.8 3 . 6.7 1 . 2.2 . . . . . . Sully . 100.0 27 . 42.2 6 . 9-4 i 23 . ?i5.9 6 : 9.4 2 . 3.1 . . . , . 
Todd 47 . 100.0 6 . 12.8 2 . 4.3 i 19 . +o~4 i 11 . 23.4 
126 
. 19.1 . . . . . . 
Tripp 132 : 100.0 . 30 . 22.7 12 : 9.1 i 42 . 3L8 28 . 21.2 . 15.2 . . . 
!20 
. 
Turner 92 . 100.0 2 . 2.2 5 . 5,,5 I 28 . 30. l~ 37 . 4o.2 . 21,8 . . . . . . 
Union 66 : 100.0 3 . l+.~ 3 : 4.5 I· 5 . 7 .. 6 2l+ . 36.4 31 . 47 .o . . . . 
Walworth 44 : 100.0 9 . 20. I 1 : 2.3 19 . 43 . 2 8 . 18.2 7 . 15.9 . . . . 
Washabaugh 28 . 100.0 8 . 28.6 3 : 10. 7 7 : 25.0 3 . 10. 7 7 . 25 .0 . . . . 
Washington 12 . 100.0 I 3 . 25,0 l 1 1 8.3 2 . 16. 7 5 . 41.7 1 . 8.3 . . . . . 
Yankton 73 . 100.0 5 : 6.9 ! 1 . 1.4 19 : 26.0 25 . 34.3 23 . 31.5 . . . . 
Ziebe.cp. 62 . 100.0 31 . 50.0 ! 6 . 9.7 15 . 24.2 9 . 14.5 1 : 1.6 . . • . . 
I I 
f!'OTAL 5091 . 100.0 1094: 21.5 1466 . 9. 1571: 30.9 1164: 22. 786 : 1 .4 . . 3 9 5 
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Table D. Enrollment and Cost Per Pupil by Size of $chool in South Dakota Counties, 
1940. 
S i z e 0 f School 
. 
Total 5 or Less 6 - 10 11 - 12 l 16 or More 
Number: Cost Number . Cost ~'Ulilber . Cost Numb c~r: Cost l~umber:: Cost . . 
County of . Per of . Per of : Fer of : Per i of : Per . . 
Pupi~s : PUE~ Pupils : Pupil ~pils : Pupil Pupils: Pupil i Pup ils: Pupil 
I 
Armstrong No ~ta 
Aurora 491 :$48.12 41 :$100. 731 149 :$60.,03 226 :$38.46 75 :$26.15 
Beadle 1148 . 47.32 l~6 z 119. 35, 219 : 71.82 44o : 44. 18 443 . 30. \;2 . . 
Bennett 413 . 43.16 9 : 130.00 107 : 7ls92 70 . 51.32 227 . 31.61 . . . 
Bon Homme 907 . 57.71 23 . 129.35 26a : 78.45 362 . 53.23 , 258 . 36.03 . . . . 
Brookings 1408 . 65, 63 35 . 160.68 28 : 100. 22 276 . 69.15 , ·g13 . 48.26 . . . . 
Brown 1323 . 58,, 59 60 : 127.63 425 . 75.23 398 . 52.33 44o . 3s.72 . . . . 
Brule 441 . 51~. 68 66 . 96.26 218 . 56~53 139 . 35.86 18 . 25.00 . . . . . 
Buffalo 162 . 52o g7 3 . 180.00 65 . 63. 69 49 . 46.84 45 . 35.00 . . . . . 
Butte 420 . 51)1-3 32 . 146.50 116 . 72.93 45 : 4a.oo 227 . 28.74 . . . . 
Campbell 712 . a7.56 14 . 82.86 198 . 48L69 356 . 3 1 .. 68 144 . 25,,00 . . . . . 
Charles Mix 1412 . 2.24 27 . 100. 74 413 . 57 ~06 562 : 4o. 77 410 . 25.76 . . . . 
Clark 903 . 51.09 29 . 116.20 264 . 70.50 359 . 44.74 250 . 32.20 . . . . . 
Clay 742 . 44.81 15 . 123.00 109 . 72. 89 136 . 48.64 482 . 33.47 . . . . . 
Codington 687 . 97 ., 57 21 : 238.83 149 :133.85 272 . 90.21 245 : 71.60 . . 
Corson 672 . 50.51 22 : 132. 27, 221 . 75.10 102 . 55.59 327 . 330 45 . . . . 
Custer 376 . 53.71 39 . 126.69! 103 . 75.52 63 . 48.97 166 . 27.38 . . . . . 
Davison 547 . 43094 22 . 110.451 168 : 68,01 129 . 42.21 228 . 33.29 . . . . 
Day 113lt : 66.52 32 . 182.07 261 : 97.43 356 . 63.74 485 . 45.90 . . . 
Deuel , 849 . 78.09 18 . 196.52 130 : 105. 94 296 . 80.17 4o4 : 6L14 . . . 
Dewey 394 . 54.43 6 : 217.50 41 . 91.10 76 . 57-?i7 271 . 44.44 . . . . 
Do"J.glas 708 . 44.58 28 . 117.86 210 . 56. 25 248 222 . 23 .. 83 . . . : 4o • .1-8 . 
Ecb:runds 801 . 48.01 27 . 112.69 275 . 60.24 313 . 41.23 186 : 31, 93 .. . . . 
Fu:i.l River 363 . 83.06 59 . 152.88 148 : 85.03 98 . a2.45 58 . 59.19 . . . . 
Faulk 434 . 58.42 50 . 120.00 163 . 65.15 98 . 5.51 123 . 33.32 . . . . . 
Gra:1t 811 . 50.64 45 . 120.94 260 : 64.37 275 . 41.85 231 : 31.,97 . . . 
G::.- i?gory 852 : 44.47 51 . 106 .57 253 : 59.89 242 . 39.03 306 . 25 .. 69 . . . 
Hat::~\rnn 352 . 65.45 31 . 135.00 15i : 73.5s 109 . 47.06 53 . 38.20 . . . . 
Hamlin 651 . 51.88 17 . 135.00 15 . 75.16 215 . 47.37 265 . [ 6 . . . . . 30. ; 
Hc.llld 741 . 65.47 99 . 123.70 385 . 67.59 190 . l.t2. 31 67 . 32.,91 . . . . . 
Hanson 378 . 49.95 14 . 102.50 129 . 66.58 131 . 1+4. 66 104 . 28"92 . . . . . 
Hru·:iing 376 . 5s .51 59 . 115.92 110 . 73.25 98 . 46.32 109 . 23.53 . . . . . 
Hug!l.es 221 . 67.67 21 : 139. 29 93 . 74.43 102 : 46.~7 0 . --- --. . . 
Hti..tchinson 1249 . 56.65 36 . 123.25 224 . 87.55 245 . 59.42 744 . 43.21 . . . . . 
Hyde 367 . 54.03 10 . 157.50 109 . 67.87 168 : 45.86 80 . 39. 38 . . . . 
Jackson 111 . 85.58 27 . 148.33 60 . 77. 61 24 . 48.75 -- . -- --. . . . . 
Je_·auld 401 . 56.78 27 . 111.67 181 . 63.90 :J{~3 . l.~2. 24 -- . -- ----. . . . . 
Jones 255 . 64.43 23 . 146.72 101 . 72.00 46 . 50.38 35 . 40.76 . . . . . 
Kingsbury 963 . 46.48 30 . 116.67 196 :. 65. 92 427 . 41.59 310 . 30.27 . . . . 
Lake q2lt . 48.99 4 : 146.25 213 . 64.26 240 . 44.87 167 . 33.09 . . . . 
Lawrence 705 . 4l~. 3g 3 . 240.00 43 . 94. 76 82 . 49.37 577 . 39.17 . . . . . 
Lincoln 1069 . 42.50 5 . 108.00 153 . 65.191 ~-00 . 47.13 511 . 31.45 . . . . . 
McCook 746 . 55.941 5 . 116.00 272 . 70. 89 256 . 43.44 213 : 30054 . . . . 
Lyman 477 . 62.02 I 53 . 120.56 238 . 65. 60 I 147 . 43.00 39 : 32-.30 . . . . 
McPherson 1217 . 34. 38 1 41 . 85.s; 222 . 52. 21 451 . 32.95 503 . 23.59 . . . . . 
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Table D. Continued 
S i z e 0 f S C h O O 1 
Total 5 or Less 6 - 10 · 11 - f5 16 or More 
Number: Cost Number: Cost Number: Cost Number: Cost Number : Cost 
County of . Per of . Per of . Per of . Per of : Per . . . . 
Pupils : Pupil Pupils: Pupil Pupils : Pupil Pupils : Pupil Pupils : Pupil 
I . . . : : . . . 
Marshall 882 :$44.12 9 :$120.00 171 :$65.79 336 :$45.31 366 : $31.04 
Meade 857 . 63.39 120 . 121. 70 . 317 : 69.22 304 .. 43.65 106 . 39.22 . . . . 
Mellette 316 . 57.95 44 . 131.93 74 : 67.50 146 : 4o.38 52 . 31.15 . . . 
Miner 593 . 50.7g 20 . 108.25 210 : 61.83 230 : 42.83 133 . 38.57 . . . 
Minnehaha 1374 : 73.93 -- . -- -- 320 : 103 .02 465 . 71.16. 589 . 60.04 . . . 
Moody 696 . 76.87 21 . 213.52 185 . 93.98 231 : 73.91 259 . 56 .63 . . . . 
Pennington 1147 . 46.51 73 . 123.73 292 : 71. 72 156 : 46.02 626 . 25. 87 . . . 
Perkins 74o . 59.38 70 . 113.38 348 . 69.98 209 : 45.43 113 . 31. ltG . . . . 
Potter 395 . 53.81 ia . 1~1.15 137 . 68.76 200 : 45.23 45 . 53. Sl . . . . Roberts 1755 . 3s.51 . 108.57 210 . 69.10 564 : 43.95 967 . 27.69 . . . . 
Sanborn 589 . 48.38 5 . 108.00 201 . 69.85 210 . 41.57 173 . 29.91 . . . . . 
Shannon 242 . 48.34 5 . 90.00 39 . 91.15 23 . 70.43 175 . 34.68 . . . . . 
Spink 912 . 63.23 72 . 133.50 397 . 71. 75 258 . 46.4o 185 : 4o.51 . . . . 
Stanley 150 . 67.36 25 : 113.00 61 . 71.56 38 . 43.55 26 : 4s.23 . . . 
Sully 328 . 65.32 28 : 124.55 188 . 71.23 80 . 42.75 32 . 35.16 . . . . 
Todd 676 . 38.93 10 . 108.00 150 . 62.84 144 . 41.24 372 . r c5 . . .. . . 2 0 . 0 
Tripp llll . 49.22 54 . 107. 41 332 : 66.12 352 : 42.69 373 . 31.93 . . . 
Turner 1128 . 62.22 22 . 148.69 222 : 91.24 475 . 60.61 4o9 . 43.69 . . . . 
Union 1176 . s,.61 15 . 165. 36 41 :105.16 323 . 75.25 797 : 48.93 . . . 
Walworth 399 . 4 .29 4 . 123.75 154 . 63.21 111 . 35.09 130 . 27.27 . . . . . 
Washabaugh 251 . 48.94 14 . 118.92 57 . 67.63 36 . 45.00 144 . 34.82 . . . . . 
Washington 105 . 57.85 4 . 169.00 16 . 84.4o 64 . 52.73 21 . 32.00 . . . . . 
Yankton 1069 . 36.41 5 . 85.50 166 . 57.01 320 . 41.07 578 . 41.86 . . " .. . 
Ziebach 275 . 64.61 I 29 : 121.55 113 . 77.12 114 . 43 .75 19 . 28.42 . . . . 
: : . : : . 
TOTAL 47.297 . 53.85 2001 : 126. 27 12662 . 72.0 14906: 4 .o 1 28 . 6.-, . .. . 3 9 3 77 3 t5 
i<- * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* I 
* How Certain South Dakota Rural Communities Are Successfully 
i~ Solving the Declining Enrollment Problem 
i~ 
* School boards confronted with the problem of declining enrollments 
* should study their local situation carefully befo1·e taking action. 
* The four plans listed below have all been tested by different South 
* Dakota communities and have been found practical. One or the other 
* of the first two alternatives has ffequently been used as a tempor-
ir ary measure until further action was necessary. The last two plans 
* ere in the nature of n more or less permanent reorganization of the 
* present rural district system. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* * . 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
Cooperoting with nearby rurul schools 
When enrollment has dropped to five or fewer pupils cer-
tain districts hove kept their district orgunization 
intnct but h&ve closed one or more schools. In coses 
where all schools of tho district hLVG boon closed, the 
remaining pupils h8vo been sent to the nourest adjoin-
ing rur2..l school v1here so tisfl..ctory c.rrangements for tui-
tion end tr~nsportotion could be made. 
I Tuition pupils to town schoolsl 
Where satisfactory arrangf;ments could not be made with 
nearby rural schools,the remaining pupils have been sent 
as tuition students to the nearest independent school in 
village or town. This plan is frequently no more expen-
sive than the first,but has the further advantage of bet-
ter educational experience than is usually possible in 
the one room school. In effect, it is essentially the 
same method which has been successfully used in sending 
farm children as tuition pupils to high £chool. 
Consolidation 
Where the second plan has been in operation for a number 
of years, town and nea~by country districts have fre-
quently consolidated into a single district. Such a plan 
hos many advanteges ,but should first be tried out inform-
ally as a centralized school system before determining 
the details of consolidntion. 
jcounty-wide distric_t pll'.n 
The countJ-wido system exists in the four unorganized 
counties of South Dakota, Shannon, Todd, Washington and 
Washabaugh. Under this plan one county school board 
determines the locetion of rurQl schools and can regu-
late tho number of such schools to fit in iii th the en-
rollment trend. 
* 
,, 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
i} 
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* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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